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HONLEY GROUP 

In December, for our last meeting of 

2018, we had our raffle with many 

great prizes and a few Christmas 

nibbles. Afterwards, we were 

entertained by the world famous 

Ukulele group on tour in Yorkshire 

again. We had a lovely afternoon 

singing all the old favourite Christmas 

numbers along with some other well-

known tunes. Many thanks to the 

group for their entertainment which 

brought a smile to all our faces and 

put us well and truly into the mood for Christmas! The Honley ladies joined in the singing and even 

played a few instruments like bells, tambourines and 

maracas. Audrey Fenwick had a dance round her 

tinsel-covered walking stick – I wish I could include 

a video of her in this newsletter! Anyway, we had a 

lot of fun and we are very grateful to the wonderful 

Ukule players.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you again.   Suzanne and Gill 

 

  



My contribution – a little mat to 

hold a tealight! 

 

 

 

 

In January, we kicked off with a very interesting meeting about rag rugs. I am sure many of us have 

seen these made by parents or grandparents in the past. Gill organised the event with two of her 

expert rag ruggers, Nicky and Penny, who brought along some beautiful examples of their work and 

we had a go ourselves. We were a small group attending today – just 10 members as various 

illnesses and prior engagements prevented a few regulars from coming. Nevertheless, we had a 

lovely meeting. Many thanks to Gill, Sylvia and of course Nicky and Penny for coming along. 

Here are some photos from the afternoon.     Suzanne, Gill and Sylvia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In February, we had some lovely raffle prizes again including a scarf, handwash, biscuits, 

chocolates and even some eggs and a tin of beans. All useful prizes! Anther lady joined us today, 

Pamela Fanchamps. Pamela is involved in the Honley poppy appeal and since some members had 

poppies to hand in, her attendance was most welcome! She brought more wool and some patterns 

and a few more ladies decided to have a go. Afterwards, Gill had organised for Nicky and Penny to 

come again to show us how to “quilt”.  The definition of a quilt is “a coverlet for a bed, made of 

two layers of fabric with some soft substance, as wool or down, between them and stitched in 

patterns or tufted through all thicknesses in order to prevent the filling from shifting”. The name 

comes from Latin “culcita” meaning a stuffed sack. Nicky and Penny are amazing!  Their work was 

colourful, varied and extremely intricate. They are certainly very talented ladies. Many thanks to 

Gill for organising this again and to Sylvia for her help on the day.    Suzanne 

 

 

Plans for the future: 

A spring  trip out to perhaps the 

Wetherby Whaler 

Talks to be arranged 

Another flower arranging session 



HOLMFIRTH PROJECT AND BIG MEAL 

 

We started the year with a bang (well, rather a lot of banging actually, as Katie from Audrey and 

Hazel’s drumming group came to wake us all up)! The jury is out as to whether everyone enjoyed it 

enormously or just put up with it, but if she comes again some of us might ‘accidentally’ forget to 

put in our hearing aids that day! 

 

  

Tony from Louise & Gillian’s sons’ karate club has also launched a series of Tai Chi sessions with 

us. He will return next month with his son Jacob (a champion in several different disciplines) to 

demonstrate some serious kicking, punching and general fitness skills. Any mugger having a go at 

one of our members had better watch out… we’re going to be deadly ninjas by the time they have 

finished with us! 

  

Upcoming events: 

March 

Tai Chi, poetry, making soda bread (hopefully), Big Meal 

April 

Hindu guest from Huddersfield Hindu Centre 

No session Good Friday (19th April) 

Possibilities for the Future 

Guest cello player, possible spring garden trip, more Tai Chi, more drumming with Katie, fire 

safety talk, guest artist sessions…. Suggestions & feedback most welcome!! 



MELTHAM MEAL - DECEMBER  

December 7th and our third Christmas Lunch at Quirky 11 attended by members, volunteers and 

guests. We were made very welcome Kyle and Rachel and their staff. 

Once again, having had a wide variety of dishes to choose from we 

all enjoyed our delicious meals.  

We are very grateful to the Yorkshire Building Society who had 

presented us with a cheque for £500 towards the cost of the Lunch at 

our November Meal and to Morrison’s for donating boxes of 

Cadbury’s Roses for us to share with everyone.  

After a Christmassy raffle it was time for 30+ pupils from Meltham C 

of E School to entertain us very enthusiastically with carols and 

Christmas songs.  

Much to (almost) everyone’s surprise Jenny joined us after an 

overnight flight from Canada and even managed eat some lunch. It was lovely to see her.  

Before lunch was served John Lines, one of Friend to Friend’s Trustees, received a £50 donation to 

the charity from Dan Schofield of DS Recruiting Services in Huddersfield which his company had 

saved by not sending Christmas cards and had 

decided to give to an organisation providing food 

and companionship for older people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sheila and her daughters 

 

MELTHAM MEAL - SHEILA’S PARTY  

When one of Friend to Friend’s Founding 

Members reaches her 90th birthday a special 

party is called for. So, we set about organising 

a celebration for Sheila Sinclair.  

On 4th January the Volunteers pulled out all 

the stops. There were “Happy Birthday” 

tablecloths, flowers on the tables a delicious 

lunch of meat and potato pie, followed by 

lemon cheesecake. Jenny had somehow 

discovered that these were two of Sheila’s 

favourites.  

Sheila was joined by two of her daughters, 

Heather and Deborah, and son-in-law, David 

together with 4 of the Trustees and Lead Volunteers from 

other Groups.  

After lunch another surprise for Sheila - a beautiful 

Birthday Cake made especially for her by our caterer, 

Andrea, her long-time friend.  

Sheila, not one for making speeches, decided to say a few 

words and told us about her part in Friend to Friend and 

how it had developed over the years.  

Pat Craven presented Sheila with a plant card and from the 

Members and a gift and card from her fellow Volunteers.  

Joan Trinder, one of our Charity’s Trustees, paid a well-

deserved tribute to Sheila for her tremendous contribution 

to the Charity over the years.  

Finally, we had very little time for the games we had 

planned to play so all the prizes were won in one game as a 

result of some skilful sleight of hand by John Lines.  

 

Our thanks go to everyone who helped in any way to make the Party a success. A 

special thank you to Andrea who helped serve the food, and more importantly, 

sliced the cake.  

 



 

Sheila and her fellow volunteers 

Once again Jenny who is caring for her father, 

Arnold, was able to join us for a short time. 

Our thoughts are with Jenny and Michael.  

 

 

MELTHAM MEAL - FEBRUARY  

Sadly, we had to cancel our meal because of 

the very cold and icy 

conditions.    

Val Kilner had a special 

birthday in February and, 

although we couldn’t congratulate personally on her 80th Birthday, we did send her 

our best wishes and gift.  

 

In November we learnt that Sheila Massey had passed away and our 

condolences were sent to her family.   

 

 

 

A SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM SHEILA SINCLAIR 

Thank you so much for making my 90th birthday so special. I had such a lovely surprise when I 

entered the hall at the Methodist to see so many people. The Trustees, my friend Andrea the cook, 

helpers from all around Friend to Friend, the Meltham Meal volunteers and Jenny who managed to 

take a break from caring for her father. How lovely it was to have everyone there, including my 

family, and to be looked after in such a warm, friendly atmosphere.  

I must give special thanks to Pat who made everything run so smoothly and to Joan for making the 

trip all the way from Newcastle. I couldn’t believe my eyes …. what a surprise! Thank you Joan for 

making such an effort to be there – I was truly honoured. What an afternoon, the food was 

absolutely delicious and my birthday cake a huge surprise. Finally, I would like to say a huge thank 

you for all the gifts and beautiful flowers I received. Most especially, thank you to all for sharing 

such a lovely day.  

Sheila 

 

 



NETHERTON GROUP 

We are already well into 2019 so it seems strange to be reflecting upon a wonderful Christmas 

Party at the Travellers Rest in Brockholes! As the pictures show we had a great turn out and 

everyone seemed to enjoy themselves especially when the 

main man himself made a colourful and exuberant 

appearance! There was food and drink aplenty and lots of 

seasonal joy evident and everyone went away with a card 

and a present to round it all off. 

We are 3 sessions in and have spent the time productively 

with a full calendar of activities already planned including a 

variety of events such as the ever popular barge outing, 

movement and games in chairs (MAGIC) to keep us all fit 

& healthy, a trip to Cannon Hall for a meal and shop in the 

Farm Shop and Garden Centre and a visit to see the 

Blackpool Lights in October! Sprinkled amongst these will 

be games days, speakers on Coal Queens and prison life 

(from an ex governor not inmate!) so hopefully there will be 

something for  everyone. 

 

 

Sessions are still on the 2nd & 4th Fridays of each 

month between 12 and 2.30 at the North Light 

Gallery including lunch provided by Luke and his 

team at the excellent Sons of The North Café. 

New members are always welcome as are visitors 

from other groups. All you need to do is contact 

any of the volunteers: John; Kath; Isabel; Judy; 

Jean; Laurence).  

John McFarlane 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Friend to Friend Contact Details: 

 

Telephone: 01484 687773 

Email:friend@friendtofriend.org.uk 

 

Registered Office for post: 

 

The Carlile Institute Business Centre 

54 Huddersfield Road, 

Meltham, 

Holmfirth HD9 4A 

A NOTE FROM THE TRUSTEES  

Hello Everyone  

We hope you all enjoyed your Christmas festivities and have had a good start to the New Year 

which we trust will be a happy and healthy one for you.  

On 4th January we were very pleased to be invited to the Meltham Meal in celebration of Sheila 

Sinclair’s 90th birthday which was a very well organised and happy occasion. Joan Trinder gave a 

speech congratulating her on her birthday and paying tribute to the huge contribution Sheila has 

made to Friend to Friend over many years.  

We have not yet been able to make much progress with our proposal to become a Foundation CIO 

due to Christmas and New Year holidays and other commitments but we are due to meet in the near 

future to discuss the actions required and we shall let you have further details as soon as they 

become available.  

Our groups continue to flourish thanks to the dedication and support of our volunteers and, as ever, 

we extend our sincere thanks to you all and in particular to Suzanne for her constant good work in 

producing the newsletter along with everyone who has contributed.  

As the year progresses we look forward to opportunities to meet you at your meetings and at future 

social events and we wish you all continuing success with your endeavours. 

Kath Lines 

 

 


