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MELTHAM CHRISTMAS LUNCH  

Our lunch at Quirky II was lovely, thanks to Kyle and his staff, with forty nine members and 

volunteers attending. Just as we finished our main course the children arrived from Helme School 

to sing Christmas carols. The children received a drink and sweets before returning to school.  

The raffle was drawn with bottles of wine, chocolates, biscuits, candles, a plant and a £5 gift 

voucher was donated by Café 33.  

We thank Morrison's once again for donating the chocolates everyone received.  

A plant was presented to Jean Moorhouse who had celebrated her 80th birthday in November and it 

was Ann and Eddie's 36th Wedding Anniversary 1st December so they received a bouquet of 

flowers. 

  

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MELTHAM LUNCH  

We welcomed members to the first lunch of 2018. They enjoyed a lunch of pork casserole with 

mashed potato, mashed carrot and turnip. Apple sponge and custard was dessert. Sheila and Arnold 

brought chocolates which members enjoyed after their meal.  

There were 7 raffle prizes which included flowers, mints, and biscuits. Thank you to Irene for 

drawing the raffle.  

Our speaker today was Mike Denton from The Huddersfield 

Birdwatcher Club which was formed in 1966 and now has 85 

members. They study birds in the area and help and support 

research. A book has been published on birds around 

Blackmoorfoot Reservoir and occasionally rare birds are spotted, 

such as dotterel, plover, great white egret and twite. However, twite 

are decreasing because of modern farming and the tree and house 

sparrows are decreasing because modern houses do not have eaves 

for them to nest in. On the other hand, nuthatch have increased over the years.  

When ducks are moulting they have to find a safe place to hide until new feathers grow and 

Blackmoorfoot is a safe place. Pigeons pass on trichomoniasis to greenfinch and chaffinch. 

Fieldfare and starlings winter here coming from Scandinavia. They are caught in fine nets and 

ringed. Did you know a kingfisher does not like rain and freezing weather? The bird population is 

decreasing today, possibly because of a decline in insects. Feeding the birds in your garden all year 

round encourages them to come back.  

Sheila and Jenny  



 

 

 

MELTHAM LUNCH  

Meltham Members enjoyed a lunch of chicken supreme 

with potatoes and vegetables. Dessert was ginger sponge 

and custard.  

We had 7 raffle prizes which included flowers, chocolate 

biscuits and toiletries.  

Tim Dinger (the vocalist) was given a warm welcome by 

members and they all joined in with singing the songs 

they had requested previously.  

Maureen Hardy celebrated her 80th birthday in 

December and Jenny presented her with a begonia plant.  

Thank you to all the members/helpers who helped on the 

day as I was short of volunteers.  

Jenny  

HONLEY GROUP 

In December, for our final meeting of 2017, we met as usual at Trinity Court. We had a superb 

raffle with many beautiful gifts donated for it. Many thanks ladies! We also had a few Christmas 

nibbles as well as chocolates donated by both Eileen and Audrey for their birthdays. A few extra 

inches on the waistline …. 

Gill had organised for the Ukulele group to 

come and play for us and what a treat we 

had. First of all, we sang Happy Birthday 

to Audrey and Eileen. Audrey has joined 

the 90 club but you wouldn’t think it! 

Eileen has been a member for a couple of 

years but her energy and enthusiasm for 

life would lead you to think otherwise! 

The ukulele group played a variety of 

songs for us – many of the old favourites 

as well as some Christmas songs. It was a 

thoroughly enjoyable afternoon and everyone commented on how much they had enjoyed it. Many 

Maureen Hardy 

 

Maureen Hardy 

 



 

thanks to them for giving up their time to entertain us. 

We finished with a short, easy musical 

themed quiz – no … you didn’t get away 

with it!!  

Well that was 2017 over and done with so 

we look forward to many more happy 

meetings in 2018. All the very best from 

everyone in the Honley group.  

      

      

In January, we had a meal at the 

Traveller’s Rest. The weather was a bit of a worry as we had snow in the few days prior to our 

planned meal and more was forecast. However, someone smiled on us and fortunately the snow, 

wind and rain held off long enough for us all to enjoy a very pleasant lunch. It was a good turn out 

with 15 people in attendance. Many thanks to Jenny Foster for helping out with transport and also 

to Gill Sharpe for her continued support.         

In February, as it was the Chinese New Year, we had an all things Chinese meeting! We started 

with our usual tea and coffee with a raffle where every person was able to win a prize this time. 

Then, we got stuck into what we know about China. It was an interesting discussion and learned 

about why they used to bind the feet of girls, the one child policy which was recently abandoned, 

fortune cookies, chopsticks and many other facts. We then worked out the animal of our year of 

birth and a description of each character was read out to see if they matched. Inevitably, some did 

and some didn’t! As the Chinese love their sayings, we read a few which many could learn from. 

They were certainly wise words. Here are a few examples: 

 Parents who are afraid to put their foot down usually have children who step on their toes. 

 Tell me, I forget, - show me, I remember - involve me, I understand. 

 A bit of fragrance clings to the hand that gives flowers. 

 A child’s life is like a piece of paper on which every person leaves a mark. 

 

We also had a short quiz about China and 

found English words in the expression 

KUNG HAY FAT CHOY which means 

May you prosper. I think we managed 

some 40+ words altogether. 

 

To finish with, we tried a spot of Zhezhi – 

the predecessor of Origami – paper 

folding. We all made a simple puppy 

head like the one in the picture and some 

even attempted a swan! Everyone went 

home with a fortune cookie and a smile 

on their face! Happy Chinese New Year everyone – we are entering the year of the dog! Many 

thanks to the lovely Honley ladies and to Gill for all her help.     Suzanne  

 



HOLMFIRTH PROJECT GROUP 

 

After the success of our Christmas lunch with over 40 lunches served, a visit from the real Santa 

(honest!) and gifts very kindly donated by Holme Village School, we were ready for a good rest. 

That done, and on to January! 

Our first session of the new year saw a welcome return from Trevor Moody, who shared audio and 

video clips of more ‘Comedians of our Good Old Days’. Who can fail to smile at the ‘four 

candles/fork handles’ sketch?! 

Gillian had hit on the idea of ‘Foodie February’, so our February sessions were practical bread 

making and sausage making lessons (all the makings of a good sausage sandwich!). 

 

What a laugh! Gillian was undeniably brilliant to step in and lead the 

bread session due to the illness of our baker, and Andrew from 

Coddy’s Farm allowed some of our ladies to have a go with his sausage 

machine without having to go and lie down in a darkened room 

afterwards!! Here are a few photos of our escapades: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming up this Spring: How to make Hot Cross Buns, Singing for the Brain, working with local 

percussion troupe “Xylosound” towards a performance at Holmfirth’s Festival of Folk (save the 

date of Sat 12th May), and another performance by the Feeling Good Theatre Company.  Busy 

Busy!! 

 

 



Friend to Friend Contact Details: 

 

Telephone: 01484 687773 

Email:friend@friendtofriend.org.uk 

 

Registered Office for post: 

 

The Carlile Institute Business Centre 

54 Huddersfield Road, 

Meltham, 

Holmfirth HD9 4A 

A NOTE FROM THE TRUSTEES  

We hope you all enjoyed the various Christmas festivities and have had a good start to the New Year. 

We wish you all a happy and healthy 2018.  

Unfortunately, Kath Lines has been tied up with other commitments since Christmas so this Newsletter 

has been produced, as ever, by Suzanne, and we extend our thanks for the wonderful job she does in 

providing us all with news of our activities.  

Recruitment  

We are pleased to report that the publicity campaign last year, which involved leaflets, posters and a 

couple of newspaper articles, has been quite encouraging and has resulted in some potential new 

members and volunteers. We are exploring new sites where we can leave information about Friend to 

Friend and trust we shall continue to receive a good response. Suzanne Nicholas, the lead volunteer of 

Honley Group, has asked for more volunteers to assist. Although Suzanne enjoyed a surplus of helpers 

towards the end of last year this now seems to have dried up so if anyone is interested in becoming a 

volunteer there we should be pleased to hear from them. We shall be conducting a further poster 

campaign in Honley which we trust will result in new recruits.  

We are delighted to welcome John McFarlane who has agreed to be the new lead volunteer for 

Netherton Group which is continuing to thrive. John is also willing to help with the Men’s Group when 

Kath and John Lines are not available. It is also a pleasure to report that Shirley Boardman is now 

feeling much better and has also expressed her interest in helping at the Men’s Group again, when 

possible.  

Volunteers Social  

We are hoping to hold another event this year following the success of the one last year. We should like 

this year’s AGM to be a less formal and more sociable event to be held during the last week of July. 

We are still working on the details and will let you know as soon as these have been finalised.  

Other news  

We are sorry to report the death of Keith Day who attended the Men’s Group until last year when he 

became too ill to continue.  

On a happier note, Joan recently met with Shirley 

Simmonds and presented her with a paperweight in 

recognition of her long and invaluable contribution to 

Friend to Friend. We extend our thanks and best wishes to 

Shirley and hope to see her at future social events.  

Finally  

As all our groups continue to flourish we would like to 

thank all our volunteers for their time and unfailing 

contribution to making Friend to Friend the success it has 

become in helping lonely people get together in a variety 

of fulfilling activities.  
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