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Meltham Group Annual Trip

Oh, we were so lucky with the weather for our trip on Friday 1st July 2016.

The coach left Meltham at 10.15 am for Thompson's Fish and Chip Restaurant,
Malton where we were greeted warmly by Karen and Joanne and showed to our seats.
We hadn't above got sat down when our food arrived. Members enjoyed Fish n
Chips, Quiche, Fish Cakes or Steak, Mushroom and Ale Pie. New Potatoes, chips and
peas accompanied the meals along with tea, bread and butter.
Everyone seemed to find room for dessert. The choice was Very Sherry Trifle,
Lemon Possit, Cherry Meringue Sundae or Ice Cream.

This was followed by a lovely coach ride through the North Yorkshire countryside to
Yorkshire Lavender near Torrington. Some of the lavender was in full flower and
smelt lovely. The gardens are well laid out with flat and steep parts. As usual
members purchased plants and gifts from the gift shop. More tea and coffee was
consumed in the café where members sat to enjoy the beautiful views.
Thank goodness the heavy rain held off till the coach was on the way home.
Mick our usual Goodyear Coach driver did a splendid job, as always.

Jenny

The Holmfirth Project Group and Holmfirth Big Meal

July 29th was the last meal prepared by Natasha of Holmfirth café “En

Route”. Natasha was presented with flowers and offered our thanks for
our lunches over the last 10 months or so. She has since sent a message
thanking us for the ‘privilege’ of cooking for Friend to Friend and
extending an invitation to pop in & see her at the café.

We are delighted to move forward now with the services of Laura Smith for future
Big Meal lunches. Laura is known to many Honley members for her delicious home-

cooked meals. Friend to Friend member Ann Holmes has very kindly offered to make
an occasional pudding, as her cooking is remembered very happily by
members who recall when she used to provide all our lunches!

The ‘soup and sandwich’ type lunch served at the Holmfirth Project
Group is continuing but with a few changes in light of members’

feedback. You’ll be glad to hear talk of crisps, watercress and an occasional hot
puddings!!!

Many Holmfirth members have already signed up for our trip to

Skipton, booked for Sept 16th, to enjoy lunch on a boat as it takes
us on a leisurely mooch along the canal. Both the coach and boat

are accessible to all, and the visit is to be fully funded from the
legacy left to Friend to Friend by Holmfirth member Mildred
Liversedge.

Any members of the Holmfirth groups (Project, Big Meal and Zumba) who have
not yet expressed their interest in the trip are invited to reserve their place
with Gillian on 682599.

We have had two special birthdays in Holmfirth groups in August. Audrey Howard and
Phyllis Ainley both achieved a very young 90th and were presented with flowers from
the group.

Louise

The Holmfirth Project members had a number of visitors on 19th August.

First we listened to guest speaker Alison Bray as she recounted her visit as a guest of
the BBC to front seats in the Press Area for William and Kate’s wedding. It was
fascinating to see her ‘behind the scenes’ photos and see how close to the action she
got.
Members gave generously to Alison’s collection for the
ForgetMeNot Trust, and she took an impressive £72.15 to
pass on to the charity with our members love. Alison has
asked
us to
thank all who donated.
After lunch we had more guests;
several talented youngsters
ranging in age from 9 to 15
played and sang for us, as well
as our own Hazel Booth who
played 2 pieces on the piano.
At times quiet humming could
be heard to familiar tunes and
we were all entranced by the
singing voices and playing
ability of our performers of all
ages!!

The children really enjoyed their time to shine, most
never having played in public before. All our
performers received a little gift of sweets or
chocolates to thank them. Several members with musical expertise gave our young
performers both compliments and tips for their future performances, and all praised
them for their confidence in front of an audience.
Louise

Meltham Lunch in August

The Meltham lunch on August 5th was very well attended by 43 members but we had a shortage of
volunteers. A big thank you goes to all those members who helped the volunteers on the day. We
enjoyed a lunch of Roast Ham Salad with New Potatoes.
Dessert was Apple Pie and cream.

Irene Collier celebrated her 70th birthday at the end of July
and Jenny presented Irene with a begonia plant and a box
of chocolates.
The entertainment for the afternoon was Alad Robinson
talking about 'Mothers washing day'. Alad brought lots of
old washing aids like a posser, a scrubbing board, tin bath
and many other items. All members enjoyed the talk.

Sean Curran attended to assist people with their hearing
aids. Sean cleans and repairs hearing aids. If anyone from another group would like to see Sean he
will be at Meltham lunch on Friday 2nd September between 11am till 12pm.

Meltham Lunch Coffee Morning Saturday 13th August. 2016

The coffee morning in Meltham is always so well attended every week and today was no different.
The cake and tombola stalls sold out. A big THANK YOU goes to members and volunteers who
worked so hard and everyone who donated raffle prizes, tombola prizes and cakes. A huge total of
£229.34 was raised after expenses.
Jenny

Meltham Blue Plaques - Well Done, Christine!
Meltham History Group member, Christine Senior, (3rd from left in the photographs) has been
instrumental in the introduction of blue plaques in Meltham. A devotee of local history, Christine
recognised the contribution made by nineteenth century industrial philanthropists to the working
and living conditions of their workers:
"Meltham has always had a great community spirit which was started by the Brook family who
were a family that cared for its workers. They provided work, housing, hospitals, churches as well
as landscaped areas for relaxation and exercise. Their philosophy even predated Titus Salt in their
endowments to the working people of Meltham. Other local families in Meltham also followed suit
including the Hirsts and Carlile families and more recently Sir David Brown who lived at Durker
Roods."
Alongside the work done by Christine (under the auspices of Meltham Walkers are Welcome), the
Friend to Friend History Group has spent the last year studying the benefactions of the Brook,
Carlile and Hirst families, to get an appreciation of how they shaped life in the village. Now, thanks
to Christine, we shall have a Blue Plaque Trail we can follow!
Joan Trinder

From left to right: David Griffiths (Huddersfield Local
History Society), Ann Jurzyczyn, Christine Senior and
Wendy Sykes from Meltham Walkers Are Welcome
with the first blue plaque outside the Meltham Carlile
Community Hub Building.

Meltham Walkers are Welcome

Meltham Walkers are Welcome hold monthly, free guided walks around
Meltham and local areas. See: www.walkingmeltham.com
Secretary: Wendy Sykes 01484 349649 or 07779633856

Honley Group

Unfortunately, neither Janet nor Suzanne was available to take the Honley group in July due to
other commitments. Thankfully, Kath Birt and Gillian Scarborough stepped in to help and we were
extremely grateful.
Suzanne sent in a quiz which I hope was one the group could cope with (as I know they like to get
everything right!!) and I believe a game of skittles was also played. Many thanks again to Gillian
and Kath for their help.
In August, we had another quiz based on the Olympic medals we
have won and also some TV programmes and their characters.
Guess which we knew most about!! Afterwards, we had a little
go at flower arrangements. Janet sorted us out with oasis and
plants and these are some of the results. Not bad for beginners!
We finished up with 2 sides playing a game of naming towns,
countries etc beginning with various letters. It keeps the brain
ticking over!
Suzanne and Janet

Extra to last month’s article about the Anniversary.

On Friday 6th May 2016 Friend to Friend celebrated their 20th Anniversary at Meltham Sports
Centre in great style.

All the groups were represented so there was an opportunity to meet members of other groups. All
volunteers were given sticky name labels so they could be identified.

Trustee Joan Trinder introduced the gathering reminding us of the purpose of our Charity and how
it had grown to be so successful.

In due course 120 of us sat down to a wonderful huge plate of beef, ham, salmon, pork pie, quiche,
salad and hot potatoes - delicious - followed by a tasty trifle.
The raffle was drawn by Gilly and Richard Evans and a fleet of volunteers who distributed
innumerable prizes.

The happy and enthusiastic meeting was addressed by the Mayor of Meltham - Councillor Paul
White who spoke in support of our Charity and hoped that we would be celebrating in another 20
years. All agreed although a few rueful smiles were noticed on some of the older member’s faces.

Joan Trinder, in summing up, told us about Sainsbury's sponsorship over the last twelve months
which had resulted in a cheque for over £5,500 being handed over – thank you Sainsbury’s! She
said that while organizing the event, the manager of the Sports Centre, Mr. Mick Pogson and his
son, Richard Pogson, Managing Director of Lockwood Windows, had offered to pay the cost of the
whole meal as a donation to Friend to Friend; this meant that the event was free to members. We
are so grateful for their generosity – they really are great supporters of Friend to Friend.

So many thanks to be handed out to volunteers but especially to Gilly and Jenny and their team who
organized such a successful and happy afternoon.
Richard J Styan.

Netherton Group

Something to look forward to:

Our canal trip will take place on Friday August 26th, when we shall be taking a barge between
Mirfield and Brighouse.

On Friday, 9th September Sean from Action on Hearing Loss will be visiting and will adjust any
hearing aids that need it. Andrew Pearson from Meltham Fire Service will also visit that day to talk
about fire safety in the home.
Our venue in the cafe at North Light Gallery has now been upgraded and, in the future, we shall be
enjoying meals cooked by the chef.

Elizabeth Robinson
We were all very sorry to hear about the death of our friend Elizabeth
Robinson who sadly passed away in July. Sincere condolences to all the
family were sent on behalf of Friend to Friend and the Honley group in
particular. We will all miss her.
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